Tabkle 21 summarises viral indentifications and mycoplasma
infections in Mew Zealand in 1998, The information is based on
weekly data collated from the virology laboratories of Auvckland
Healthcare, Healthcare Waikato, Canterbury Health Laborato-
ries, Healthcare Otago and ESR.
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RESPIRATORY VIRUSES

TnfTuenza

Influersa activity m 1998 ocowred af the keaest level since the Infli-
enrn Surveillanee Progmmme began to operie m New Lealand s
curnent form i 1980 The firsr influenes isolations dunng the surveil-
lmee period {May-Seplember |98} wene repored from the Auckkand
region in May, with two spomdic cases of influenim B In June, the
infMuenen activity remmained relatively low compared with previous
years, with only nine cases of laborstory-confimmed cases of influ-
e A, The number of Bolates begn o imcrease in July. The 1998
influenim outhreak wis chamclersed by two peaks, the firs m carly
July and the secomd in the mildle of Angust (Figure 9)
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Influenan actrvity 1o Sew Senknd was ceosed predominantly by A HINIL
smilur 1o Addohannestuere 8296 vimses, which aceounted for 55% of
the 129 laboratory -conlirmex] infloenes isolates (Figure 10%. This is
contrast 10 oiher coumtries where A HIND coesed omlby sporadic oual-
breaks wiith no major activity, Mozt ol the inlluenka activity woeldwide
in 19H9R was due 1o & HINZ, whereas i accounided for only 20% of
laboratory -confirmed influenza isolores in New Aealand, Inberestingly,
there were two groups of A HIND viruses idemtafied: one which was
typicnl A/Sydney 597 like and another which rescted with reduced titre
to antisern o ASydney 597, These ASydeey' 397 low reacting strains
were examples of the host-selected variation phenomenan beeause they
regadinod reaciivily b antisern against ASSyclney 597 directly afier he-
ing passaped in embryonaied eges (Figuere 1),

The Auwstralinn Inflsenza Vaocine Committes, with o New Zealand rep-
resentntive, met in Canberm in Oclober 1995 16 decaide on che influenza
saccing compasition Ge 1999, Based on solate data from the sauthen
heinisphere countries, swch as Australin, South Africo ond Mew' Les-
land, the recommenied composition was:

s HIN] an AR esjing/ 2629 5-like sirin

= HIN2 an ASydney 597-like strain

= i a B Beijimg | 34/935-like strain
Respiratory Symcytial Virus (RS)V)

RSN activaty in D9 wias thi socomnd barpest (2000 casex ) since | 5540 Figures
B0 et D2 It bead 8 v omset ag the beginmivg of Tuly |55 coses in week 28)
gt rerrssine at chat bevel throegh July nnd eardy Augeust. The number of Giss
peaked in the madde of August with 90 cases in woek 31 which was three
weeks cardier than the 1997 poak {71 coses in wock 341 The mamber af
rejioried casts decned rapidly o the micdle of Octaber
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ENTERIC VIRUSES

Viral gastroenteritis associated with Norwalk -like

virtses or small rownd steictired vicases (SRSVs)

In 1988, SRSV were detected in faiecal specimens From 27 outhreaks
of non-hacterinl gastroenleritis. Most oulbreaks oceurred 8l restagmums
and cnbered events | 11) o i rest homes and hospimls (10§, Foodboms
irmnsindsstion was cammean. A fumher thires swibreaks secnmed ineamp
or schisol situitions. The sparcesfor the other owbreaks () was un-
known

Fagcal specimens were analysed by reverse transeripiion and polymer-
ase claln resciion (KT-PCHR ) o delerming the presence of SR8V and
further differentiated by dot blod hyhrdisation with specific probes
Muclentisle sequence analysis was carmied oud on representatiye oul-
break strains,

Crver the previous three years, the predominant New Zeslund stroin has
b the Maryland' Camberwell vins, which is genetically similar o
ihe Bristol /| Lordsdale vims group i Genogroup 2. This group of
closely related struing 18 common tnlematisnafly and in Mew fesland
rest Isoeme and hisspital outbseaks, Dunng %92, 5 wider mage of SRSY
druins has been ohserved. There were more from Gienogroap | (the
Morwalk-like group), miher than Genogroup 2, which have been mosl
rq':l.:ﬂ-r.rl:l i Mew' Lenland m provious years. Saralogn vims adidd [heserl
Shield virus were both [l identilied m Mew Sealand during 1995,
abong wiih Ciersan and Dtch strains. Sowlhampton vious and Napics
wiriis wiere mlse identified from § few cuthreaks. Comparison of SREY
muchkentide sequences with intemational reference SRSV strains showved
that the majority of Mew Zealamd stroms ane the sanie as those sosurtng
MYETSENOSE.

Seventy faccal samples were examined for the presence of Sappor-like
virnses. These vimises are @ newly recognised gronip also classiliod
within the Caliciviridae. The Sappare-like vimises are more olosely ne-
Lated] B rabbt caliciviros than the SRSVs. They cause pistrocnicriiss,
capecially 0 young children, amd have been frequently nssociated with
day care cenire ouibreaks oversens, However, only ane outhrenk asso-
cimled with these viruses has been detecied 10 date n Now Sealand.
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