This reporl summprides vil nlzetions in New Fealund for 1997
{Table 17) The information |5 based on weekly data collated
fram the virelogy labaratories of Aackland Healthcareg,
Healtheare Waikato, Canterbairy Health Laborationes, Healiheane
(Hago and ESR.

RESPIRATORY VIRUSES

InfTeeenzi virns

The Mutional Infleenzs Survelllanee Programme iselated wnd
identificd 743 influenza coses. There were two significam peaks
throughout the season. The (st pesk was influesen B seen in
July closgly resembling B/Beijing/ 18493, The second peak
wis seen in Septemiber and was coused by bwo groaps of cleu-
luting influenza A HINI. the most common one closest fo
A/Sydpney/57

Respiratory Syncytial Vieas
Respiratory svnevtial virgs (RSY) was very predominant in e
wimder mywnths with o peak in Seplember of 255 cases.

ENTERIC VIRUSES

A total of 567 pdenoviruses were idelated in 1997 com-
pured with 226 in 1994, The outbreak peaked in June. Mosi
of the isolates werg from cases of conjunchivitis, The maos
common tvpe identified was adenovirus tvpe 4, with 271
cases identified

A coxsackic A virus type X4 outbreak occurred from Febru-
ary {0 April. There were 82 positive solations mudnly from
cases of hasmarrhepie conjunciivitis. Five tsolates of
coxsickie A virus type 8 were fdentified. Coxsackie A ivpe
B mainly cowses hand. foot and mouth disease in young
children.

The most predominant cchovirues for 1997 was echoviras
type 1T with 17 positive isolates identified

VIRAL RASH &
CHILDHOOD ILLNESSES

The measkes epidemic accounted for 1,220 labortanye-oon firmesl
cises from March theough to the end of the vear. The peak of the
labormtory-confirmed cases was m July, with 312 cases. O the
.23 cases, b6% were children under the age of 14 years,

A tofal of 21 cases of rubella were reported, a morked de-
crease from previous vears. In 1996 there were 339 cases amd
im 1995 there were 1581 cases. There was ne vpical seasonal
increase for mbella this yeur. This may have been due to the
mass MMR vaccination campaign undertaken during the
measles outhreak,

As in 199, very few (11) coses of mumps were repaoried,
Twenty-six parvoyvins B19 infections were reported compared
with five in 196 and nine in 1995, There were twa clasters
reporisid durnng the year o cluster of nive from Tawranga and a
cluster of fve from Otago.
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